The Flushing Ledger

NEW YORK METS

- BEAT COVERAGE

AUGUST 2030 FRONT OFFICE REPORT

NEW YORK, N.Y.

Twenty-One and Six: The Mets Turn a Big Lead Into a

Laugher

A dead-quiet month at the trade market hid a loud one on the field — Alex Vesia's stunning bullpen debut, Scott Davis's long-
awaited (and rocky) first look, and a fully healthy lineup pushed New York's NL East lead to 24 games and the magic number to

three.
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f July was the sprint — twelve straight wins, six trades in a

single frantic week — August was the coast to the finish line,

and the Mets made it look almost boring. New York went 21-6
(.778) over the window, pushing the record to 9640 (.706) and
stretching an already-massive NL East lead from 15.0 games on
July 31 to 24.0 as of this Sept. 1 pull. Washington, the only club
with a pulse in this race, went a perfectly respectable 12—15 over the
same stretch and lost more ground than it gained. The magic
number sits at three. Barring a collapse of historic proportions, the
only question left this season is playoff seeding.

The health report, finally, is a good one. Jackson Holliday came off
his 21-day injured-list stint in the third week of August and slid
right back into the No. 2 hole, batting .280/.358/.527 with 25 home
runs on the year. Enrique Bradfield Jr. returned from his own injury
and a rehab assignment at Syracuse the same week and reclaimed
center field outright, pushing Dillon Head — who never got into a
big-league game during his stay — back down to Triple-A. Edward
Lanzano is the only regular still out. For a club that spent most of
the summer patching holes on the fly, having the whole lineup
available again at the same time is close to a luxury.

The bigger story is what didn't happen at the trade deadline —
nothing. Not one deal in the thirty-two days since the July 31 cutoff,
a sharp contrast to the six moves crammed into the final week of
last month. Two of those July trades, remember, were built around a
single goal that neither one actually accomplished: freeing a 26-man
roster spot for Scott Davis, the system's top pure arm. Alex Vesia
and Brennyn Cutts simply refilled the spots Griffin Jax and Owen
Murphy vacated, and Davis kept waiting at Syracuse. This month,
without a single transaction, the front office finally found him a spot
anyway.

"Two trades in July were built to open a roster spot for
Scott Davis. In August, without making a single deal,
the Mets finally found him one anyway."

The results have not been kind so far. Davis made two spot starts in
the rotation and got shelled in both — 9 innings, 16 earned runs
allowed, a 16.00 ERA against a 2.67 WHIP, with 8 strikeouts and 6
walks. It's a rough four-game sample from a 24-year-old with a 71-
potential ceiling, and nobody in the front office is drawing
conclusions off two bad starts, but it's not the debut anyone circled
for him back in July. Christian Rodriguez, the other man still
waiting on the taxi squad, has fared no better in a different way —
he's logged zero innings across two appearances, still searching for
his first big-league out.

AUGUST, BY THE LEDGER

Trades this window None
Record, Aug 1-Sep 1 21-6 (.778)
NL East lead 15.0 - 24.0
Magic number 3
Soto NL Player of the Week, Aug 19

Lindor 400th career HR, Jul 26

Financial balance +$12.85M

NL EAST STANDINGS — THROUGH SEPT. 1, 2030

TEAM w L PCT GB
New York Mets 96 40 .706 —
‘Washington Nationals 72 64 .529 24.0
Miami Marlins 70 67 511 26.5
Atlanta Braves 69 69 .500 28.0
Philadelphia Phillies 64 72 471 32.0

Twenty-six games remain. At this pace, the only drama left in the East is when
— not if — the champagne comes out.

If Davis's debut was the month's disappointment, Alex Vesia's was
the opposite. The left-hander picked up in the Jax trade finally got



into games in August and has been outright dominant: 9 innings, a
2.00 ERA, an 0.67 WHIP, and an eye-popping 18.0 strikeouts per
nine, good for a 2-0 mark out of the pen. It's the smallest of
samples, but it's the kind of debut that makes a depth move look like
a steal. Elsewhere in the bullpen, Tommy Judd, Jr. — who's been
quietly holding down the rotation turn Jackson Humphries vacated
since mid-August — keeps building his case: 2-1, a 2.68 ERA
across four starts, with an 11.43 strikeouts-per-nine rate that's the
best on the staff not named Crochet or Skubal.

Two individual notes worth filing for the record. Juan Soto picked
up his second NL Player of the Week honor of the season on Aug.
19, a reminder that the presumptive best bat on the roster hasn't
slowed down even with Holliday and Torkelson (the current home
run leader at 34) pushing him for the title. And on July 26 — just
inside last month's cutoff, and missed in that report — Francisco
Lindor quietly hit the 400th home run of his career. It came in the
middle of the stretch that pushed the Mets' lead into double digits,
which is as fitting a way as any for a milestone this large to go by
almost unremarked.

September brings roster expansion and 26 games left on the
schedule, none of which figure to change the shape of the division
race. What's left to watch is entirely internal: whether Davis and
Rodriguez get straightened out in extended big-league auditions
before the calendar turns, whether Judd, Jr. keeps building a case for
a permanent rotation spot in 2031, and how the front office wants
this roster arranged once the games start to matter in October. For a
team up 24 games with a month to play, those are the only problems
worth having.



