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Twelve Straight, Fifteen Games Clear — Then a Trade-

Deadline Sprint

The best stretch of the Mets' season pushed their NL East lead into the mid-teens; six trades in the final week of July followed,
including two straight attempts to clear a bullpen spot for the system's top arm that both came up just short.

BY MARISOL KWAN - FLUSHING LEDGER STAFF

he Mets closed out July the way they'd opened it — winning

— and did most of it in one uninterrupted stretch. New York

reeled off twelve straight wins from July 18 through July 30,
the longest run of the season, and turned an 11.0-game NL East lead
into a 15.0-game one before a Jul 31 finale in Philadelphia snapped
the streak, 8-10. Even with the loss, the Mets sit at 75-34 (.688)
with the division essentially decided in August, first place secure by
a margin most contenders spend an entire season chasing.

The one real cost of the stretch: Jackson Holliday landed on the
injured list during the run and is still out as of the Jul 31 pull, with
roughly ten days left on the stint by the save's own injury clock — a
return in the first half of August looks like the earliest realistic
target. The lineup absorbed it without missing a beat, which says as
much about the depth this front office has built over three
championship seasons as it does about any one week's results.

Roster work didn't pause for the streak. Six trades went through in
the final week of July, and the two that mattered most both traced
back to the same idea flagged in this space a month ago: open an
active bullpen spot for Scott Davis, the 24-year-old right-hander
who still carries the best pure ceiling — a 71 potential grade —
anywhere in the system. Last month's report named Griffin Jax and
Reid Detmers as the two realistic sell candidates to make room. The
front office went with Jax: on Jul 29, the 35-year-old reliever
(52/52, hadn't pitched since the break) went to Seattle for left-
hander Alex Vesia (57/57) and a 5th-round pick, a clean value
upgrade on its own terms.

"The plan was to trade a bullpen spot for a prospect
and open a roster spot for Scott Davis. It half-worked."

It didn't open the spot. Vesia simply refilled the roster line Jax
vacated, so a second attempt followed the very next day: Owen
Murphy, a 26-year-old swingman, went to Detroit for right-hander
Brennyn Cutts and catching prospect Josue Briceno. Briceno is a
real add — a 55-potential bat now at Triple-A Syracuse — but Cutts
turned out to be a Rule 5 selection, meaning he's required to stay on
the active roster all season. He refilled Murphy's spot the same way

Vesia refilled Jax's. Two separate trades, two separate attempts, and
Davis is still waiting at Syracuse for an opening that hasn't
materialized on its own yet.

JULY DEADLINE, BY THE TRADE LOG

Jul 29 — Cullen/Stuber to PIT get Patrick/Ruiz

Jul 29 — Jax to SEA get Vesia + pick
Jul 30 — Murphy to DET get Cutts/Briceno

Jul 30 — Rener to HOU get Newman

Jul 31 — George/Tejada to ARI get Mola
Jul 31 — Hill/Baro/Kang/Friend to CLE get Labrador
Win streak (Jul 18-30) 12 games

McLean NL Pitcher of the Month, July

Financial balance +$54.65M

NL EAST STANDINGS — THROUGH JULY 31, 2030

TEAM w L PCT GB
New York Mets 75 34 .688 —
‘Washington Nationals 60 49 .550 15.0
Miami Marlins 57 53 .518 18.5
Philadelphia Phillies 53 55 491 21.5
Atlanta Braves 53 56 .486 22.0

Washington is the only other club with any real momentum right now (4—6 over
its last ten), but even a hot second half would need to close 15 games with two

months to play. The division race is over; the only open question left is playoff

seeding.

The rest of the window was organizational churn rather than roster-
altering. Jayden Rener, the system's highest-ceiling arm at 74
potential, went to Houston on Jul 30 for right-hander DJ Newman
— a finished, MLB-ready piece at the same level Rener was still
years from reaching, and the clearest upside-for-certainty swap of
the six. The other three were smaller: J.P. Cullen and Kevin Stuber



to Pittsburgh for Andrew Patrick and Angel Ruiz (Jul 29); Pierce
George and 17-year-old Hector Tejada to Arizona for Raymond
Mola (Jul 31); and a four-for-one org consolidation — Camron Hill,
Boston Baro, Kyu-sung Kang, and Jacob Friend, none with a real
path to the majors — sent to Cleveland for rookie-ball flier Antonio
Labrador (Jul 31). None of the three move the big-league needle on
their own, but together they cleared four blocked or fringe names
off the 40-man picture for a fresh flier and two more-advanced bats.

One individual honor came out of the run: Nolan McLean was
named NL Pitcher of the Month for July, announced Aug 1 — the
first individual monthly award anyone on this pitching staff has won
all season, capping a stretch that had him climbing the leaderboards
well before the calendar turned. The financial picture stayed just as
strong as the record: the club's season balance sits at a positive
$54.65 million as of this pull, giving the front office real room to
keep operating the way it has all month — selling appreciating
veterans, buying finished pieces, and letting the kids at the complex
levels keep doing the rest.

What's left unresolved heads into August almost exactly where it
was a month ago. Davis is still the organization's best pure arm and
still hasn't gotten the active roster spot two separate trades were
built to clear for him; Reid Detmers, the other name floated as trade
bait last month, wasn't moved at all and remains the front office's
one real remaining lever if a third attempt is needed. For a club
running away with its division and sitting on a nine-figure war
chest, that's a good problem to carry into the stretch run.



