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A Star Turn at the Break, a Reshaped Roster

Behind It

Jackson Holliday's All-Star Game MVP capped a month in which the front office quietly rebuilt center field

and the back of the rotation — and is already circling the next moves before July 31.
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what he'd done all season — running his home run

total to 21 and his OPS to .867, numbers that already
had him in the conversation for the best all-around season
by a Mets second baseman in years — and then took that
form to the All-Star Game and walked away with the MVP
award. It's the first All-Star MVP by a Met since the front
office's rebuild began three championship seasons ago, and
it lands at the exact moment the rest of the organization is

J ackson Holliday spent the first half of July doing

proving it can build a roster worthy of him. Holliday, 26 in
his age-defined prime, is now on pace to blow past his
career high in home runs with more than a third of the
season still to play — and he did it as the most visible face
of a franchise that spent the two weeks around the break
remaking itself on the margins.

The headline move came July 13, when New York sent
Emmanuel Ramirez to the Dodgers in a trade that finally
solved the center field problem that had dogged the roster
all year. Ramirez, a maxed-out 65/65 bat carrying a salary
about to climb from $8.4 million to an estimated $11.5
million in his final arbitration year, had become exactly the
kind of appreciating-cost asset a team sells at its peak. In
return, the Mets landed Enrique Bradfield Jr., a 28-year-old
plus-glove, elite-speed center fielder locked in at $800,000
for two to three more controlled years — the first player on
the roster all season who profiles as a true center fielder
rather than a corner outfielder playing out of position. Left-
hander Danny Torrez, a 17-year-old throw-in, went with
Ramirez, and so did Jaxon Baker, a 23-year-old lefty and
one-time eighth-round pick who never developed; adding
Baker late pulled Los Angeles's own fourth-round pick

The two trades share a common thread beyond timing: both
sent out a maxed-out or declining veteran on an escalating
contract and brought back a cheaper, longer-controlled
piece that filled an actual roster hole, with a late-added
minor-league sweetener pulling an extra draft pick into
each deal. It's the kind of quiet value-arbitrage that doesn't
generate trade-deadline headlines on its own, but it leaves
the roster meaningfully better positioned — both for the
stretch run and for 2031, when Bradfield, Head, Uberstine,
and Humphries are all still around at a fraction of what
Ramirez and Ashcraft would have cost.

On the draft side, the front office's July has been almost
entirely a signing story rather than a trading one. Nearly the
entire 2030 class is under contract; as of this pull, only the
fourth- and fifth-round picks remain unsigned, a sharp
turnaround from the bonus-pool crunch that had the draft
board nearly $2 million over its allotted pool immediately
after the July 11 draft. The two picks acquired in the
Bradfield and Head trades add extra draft capital heading
into that same pool, cushioning whatever it costs to get the
holdouts signed.



back into the deal, alongside 16-year-old second base
project Vinny Vasquez.

"For the first time all season, the Mets have
real bodies in center field — not a
philosophical gap."”

A day later, the second domino fell. Braxton Ashcraft, the
30-year-old right-hander whose ERA had crept to 5.10 and
whose last five starts before the trade were closer to 8,
went to Miami for outfielder Dillon Head and a fourth-
round pick of the Marlins' own. It was a sell at the right
time on a fading arm, and it did double duty: Head, a 25-
year-old with a 54-grade ceiling, becomes the second new
outfield body added in as many days, while the rotation
spot Ashcraft vacated went to two players the organization
has been waiting on. Tyler Uberstine, already up and
quietly outperforming his own modest 53 grade, took over
a regular turn and has gone 8-0 with a 2.44 ERA in nine
starts since. Jackson Humphries, the 25-year-old the front
office had been eyeing out of Triple-A Syracuse, got the
call outright — three starts in, he's posted a 3.13 ERA,
exactly the kind of audition that puts him on track for a
permanent rotation job as soon as next year.

JULY, BY THE TRADE LOG

Jul 13 — Ramirez, Torrez, Baker to LAD
Jul 13 — get Bradfield, Vasquez, pick from LAD
Jul 14 — Ashcraft to MIA
Jul 14 — get Head, pick from MIA
J. Humphries
signed but Rds. 4-5
.867 OPS, 21 HR

Rotation call-up
2030 draft class
Holliday All-Star line

NL EAST STANDINGS — THROUGH JULY 14,
2030

Team W L PCT GB
New York Mets 64 33 .660 —
Washington Nationals 56 41 577 8.0
Atlanta Braves 50 47 515 14.0
Miami Marlins 48 49 495 16.0
Philadelphia Phillies 46 50 479 17.5

Washington has closed the gap from 10.0 games to 8.0 by reversing a
seven-game losing streak into an eight-game winning one — the Mets'
own 8-2 stretch over the same ten games has been just enough to hold

the margin.

None of that is likely to be the last word before the July 31
deadline. Spencer Torkelson, a 25-30 home run bat with
two years left on his deal, is the name the front office has
floated dangling once the deadline actually arrives — a
move made easier by the fact that four other Mets,
including Holliday himself, are already sitting on 21 home
runs apiece, enough power depth to absorb the loss. On the
pitching side, a full staff review this month turned up two
realistic sell candidates to open a bullpen spot for Scott
Davis, who remains the organization's next call-up priority:
Griffin Jax, whose 4.50 ERA is the worst mark in an
otherwise dominant bullpen and who carries the relief
corps' most expensive contract at $8.5 million with one
year left after this one, and Reid Detmers, a cheaper, better-
performing arm (2.10 ERA) who'd bring back more in a
sell-high scenario. Neither move has been made yet. But
after a July that turned two aging, appreciating-cost
veterans into four years of controllable young talent and
two extra draft picks, and delivered the franchise's first All-
Star MVP in three championship seasons, the front office
has given itself real room to be selective about what comes

next.



